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Archbishop Dr Robert Zollitsch 

President of the German Bishops’ Conference 

 

Speech on the occasion of lunch of the Holy Father 

With the members of the German Bishops’ Conference  

in Freiburg on 25 September 2011 

 

 
Holy Father, 
Your Eminencies and Your Excellencies, 
Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 
I would like to take this opportunity of once again welcoming you warmly 
to Freiburg.  
In the name of all the members of the German Bishops’ Conference I am 
privileged to welcome you, Holy Father, to our midst. We are happy and 
grateful to have you here among us. We thank you for the great openness 
and warmth you show to all the people you encounter. You have succeeded 
in getting through a demanding schedule, and have opened the hearts of the 
many persons who have seen and heard you.  
 
Today, on the last day of your trip, we can look back with gratitude on the 
many discussions and encounters that have taken place in the different cities 
and regions of Germany, where the Catholic faith is more or less of an 
influence. You have been welcomed by the population of Berlin and Erfurt, 
and you are no less welcome to the people here in Freiburg. Catholics have 
been particularly happy to have their faith strengthened through your 
presence and participation in the celebration of the Holy Mass.  
 
As members of the German Bishops’ Conference with responsibility for our 
dioceses, we too are conscious that your visit has strengthened us and 
renewed our courage as we continue to work in the church and for the 
people. You have always had an open ear for the situation of the Catholic 
church in your home country. We are honoured by your visit, which has 
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made us feel like a living part of the world-embracing Catholic church, the destinies of which 
you continue carefully to direct. 
 
As a small token of our esteem and gratitude, permit me, Holy Father, to give you a small gift 
to take away with you. Even after this visit to your homeland has come to an end, we trust that 
it will continue to remind you of the meetings, discussions and divine services we have 
experienced together, and indeed of the unifying links and community of faith between us and 
you. We have taken the liberty of dedicating a composition to you. This is a musical setting of 
the text you chose on the occasion of the celebration of your first Mass, ‘Non quia dominamur 
fidei vestrae, sed adiutores sumus gaudii vestri’ – ‘Domineering over your faith is not my 
purpose. I prefer to work with you toward your happiness’ (2 Cor 1,24). The director of music 
at the Eichstätt Cathedral, Christian M. Heiss, has composed a piece for choir, wind 
instruments, percussion and organ. It will be given its first public performance on 5 October at 
the opening service of our autumn General Assembly in Fulda. In your book ‘Milestones’, 
Holy Father, you wrote about your ordination to the priesthood in the following terms: ‘At 
that moment when the elderly archbishop laid his hands on me, a little bird – perhaps a lark – 
flew up from the high altar in the cathedral and trilled a little joyful song. And I could not but 
see in this a reassurance from on high, as if I heard the words – This is good, you are on the 
right way.’ We hope that in listening to the piece we have dedicated to you, Holy Father, you 
will sense this approval from above as a renewed confirmation. 
 
May I ask you to address us now, and to give us your apostolic blessing – for the people of 
Germany, the faithful and for ourselves. 
 


