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Archbishop Dr. Robert Zollitsch 

President of the German Bishops’ Conference 

 

Welcome on the occasion of the meeting 

with committed Catholics 

at Freiburg Concert House 

on 25 September 2011  

 

Federal President, 
President of the Bundestag, 
Your Eminences, Your Excellencies,  
Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to wish you all most welcome here to the Concert House in 
Freiburg. It is a great joy and honour for me to speak for us all in welcoming 
Pope Benedict XVI in our midst: Welcome, Holy Father! 
 
After the impressive days in Berlin und Erfurt, the journey to your home 
country now culminates in Freiburg. After the moving service this morning, 
for which I would like to thank you, Holy Father, once more from the 
bottom of my heart, your speech here in the Concert House is awaited by 
many with great excitement. This meeting with women and men who are 
committed in the Church and in society forms a further high point in your 
visit to Germany. 
 
Many guests have travelled to this meeting both from Freiburg Archdiocese 
and from all over Germany: Representatives of science, culture and the 
media, industry, employers, employees and trade unions, representatives of 
the most varied social groups, from the political and pre-political domain, 
have also assembled here, as have many who are committed in the Church – 
bishops and laity, priests and religious, those with an honorary commitment 
from the various areas of pastoral work and the various services of the 
Church, starting with the members of the councils, the Catholic associations, 
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through Caritas workers, advisors of the Episcopal commissions, and those who have 
committed themselves to the beginning of the discussion process in Mannheim. The range of 
those gathered here today is too great to detail them. But all have one thing in common: They 
are committed, they give of themselves, they characterise and shape our society from faith in 
God and for the good of the people in our country. Through their commitment our society is 
becoming more exemplary of solidarity, more just and humane.  
 
In your speech to the German Bundestag on Thursday, you, Holy Father, clearly expressed the 
fact that the State needs the Church and the contribution made by the religions. With your 
meeting with the Evangelical Church in Erfurt you gave a pioneering example of the 
ecumenism which takes on particular significance here in the country of origin of the 
Reformation. The Christian mission obliges us all to enter into a commitment in society to 
take responsibility for our fellows. Our Church is carrying out leading work to the present day 
in many fields of society. Here in Freiburg, the city of Caritas, there is a particular example of 
this. The contribution which we as Christians make to a community which is able to face the 
future is not a question of will, but as a political and diaconic mandate it is an integral element 
of the Christian faith. 
 
Holy Father, we are excitedly looking forward to hearing your words on our work as a Church 
and as Christians in society. Words intended to encourage and strengthen us to bear witness to 
faith in word and deed and to shape the world through faith. 
 


