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Archbishop Dr Robert Zollitsch 

President of the German Bishops' Conference 

 

Welcome Address to the Celebration of Holy Mass 

at Freiburg City Airport 

on 25 September 2011 

 
 
Holy Father, together with the whole congregation I am delighted to 
welcome you to Freiburg City Airport. We very much appreciate the fact 
that you, the successor of the Apostle Peter, have come to see us and 
celebrate this Holy Mass with us. We thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 
 
You are coming to us as a man of God, and through the slogan of your 
Apostolic Journey 'Where God is, there is the future' you point to Him that 
is the crux of all things, who gives our life its meaning and its purpose: to 
God. 'The earth can be a brighter place and the world can be humane only if 
we let God into the world.'1 
 
Anyone who does not know God may entertain all kinds of hopes, but 
ultimately remains without the great hope that sustains the whole of life (cf. 
Eph 2.12). 'Man's great, true hope which holds firm in spite of all 
disappointments can only be God – God who has loved us and who 
continues to love us "to the end" until all "is accomplished" (cf. Jn 13.1 and 
19.30).'2 
 
With these words, Holy Father, you bear witness to the firm hope that is 
God Himself. We thank you for performing your Petrine ministry. Through 
your Apostolic visitation to your home country and your visit to Freiburg 
you are strengthening us in the faith (cf. Lk 22.32). You are encouraging us 

                                                 
1 Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Values in a Time of Upheaval (2005). 
2 Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter 'Spe salvi', No. 27. 
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to open our hearts to God and draw strength from the hope that is bestowed on us. Wherever 
God is loved and God's love reaches us, God's future is already present, his Kingdom is 
already beginning in our very midst.3 We may already celebrate the arrival of this love now in 
the Holy Eucharist, so that through its strength we may help build a culture and a civilisation 
of love in Germany and Europe. Holy Father, thank you for your visit and for celebrating this 
Holy Mass with us. 
 

                                                 
3
 Cf. ibid., No. 31. 


