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Benedict XVI appreciates tenacity in faith of Catholics in 

GDR and is cheered by young people in Freiburg  

Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to Thuringia ended with a Holy Mass celebrated 
on the Erfurt Domplatz on Saturday morning. In his speech to the 27,900 
participants in the Holy Mass, the Pope appreciated the tenacity in faith of 
Catholics in former GDR. Especially in Eichsfeld many Catholic Christians 
resisted the Communist ideology despite personal disadvantages, the Pope 
said. Benedict XVI especially thanked the parents “who brought up their 
children in the Catholic faith in the midst of the Diaspora and in an 
anticlerical political environment”.  
 
The Pope emphasized that the political changes in 1989 were motivated “not 
just by the demand for prosperity and freedom of movement, but also 
decisively by the longing for truthfulness.” This longing was kept awake 
partly through people completely dedicated to serving God and neighbour 
and ready to sacrifice their lives, the Pope added. They give courage to 
make good use of the new freedom and not to hide in a purely private faith, 
he concluded. After the Mass, an airplane took the Pope to the archdiocese 
of Freiburg. 
 
In the Popemobile to Münsterplatz 
At about 12.30p.m., the plane arrived at Lahr airport, where the Pope was 
welcomed by the Baden-Wurttemberg Minister President Winfried 
Kretschmann. The Popemobile took the Pope through the historic old town 
of Freiburg to Münsterplatz. He was cheered by more than 25,000 people in 
the streets. Benedict XVI is the first Pope to visit Freiburg. In 1978 Joseph 
Ratzinger participated in the Freiburg Catholic Assembly (Katholikentag) as 
a Cardinal.  
 
Ackermann: Pope did listen very attentively to victims of abuse 
In the morning already, the bishop of Trier, Dr Stephan Ackermann, had 
informed journalists in more detail about the Pope’s confidential meeting  
with five victims of abuse which had taken place the evening before. The 
three men and two women “did not mince matters”, he stated and added that 
Benedict XVI had listened to them very attentively and then had expressed 
his deep shame. The atmosphere during the conversation had been “very 
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personal and open”, reported the Commissioner of the German Bishops’ Conference for 
questions related to the sexual abuse of minors.  
 
In a press conference at the end of the Pope’s visit to Thuringia, Minister President Christine 
Lieberknecht and the bishop of Erfurt Dr Joachim Wanke drew a positive conclusion. The 
meetings in Etzelsbach and Erfurt left the pilgrims with lasting feeling of strength and joy. 
The bishop thanked all those who had contributed to the success of these “eventful and 
emotional days for a little local church”, and the citizens of Erfurt for their understanding for 
blocked roads and security measures. Lieberknecht spoke of a “great event”. As a protestant 
theologian she was by no means disappointed at the fact that the Pope did not make any 
definite concessions to her Church. “I am patient with ecumenism”, she admitted.  
 
Meetings with the former chancellor Kohl, Orthodox Christians, seminary students and 
the Central Committee of German Catholics 
In the late afternoon, Benedict XVI at his own request met with the former chancellor Dr 
Helmut Kohl and his wife for a confidential conversation at the Freiburg Seminary. 
Afterwards he met with representatives of the Orthodox Churches and he emphasized the 
closeness to the Roman-Catholic Church. At the same time, the Pope in this non public 
meeting expressed the hope that the day was not too far away when both Churches can once 
again celebrate Eucharist together. This, however, would presuppose to clarify theological 
differences, especially on the question of primacy. 
 
Afterwards the Pope met with seminary students at the Seminary of Freiburg and then with 
the Presidium of the Central Committee of German Catholics (ZdK). During the 30-minutes 
conversation behind closed doors, Benedict XVI, according to the script of his speech, invited 
to reflect together on the question why so many people no longer find any contact with the 
mainstream churches and their traditional structures. 
 
ZdK President Alois Glück said he sees the meeting with the Pope as “recognition of the 
many kinds of work performed by lay persons” within the Church and the public life in 
Germany. He thanked Benedict XVI for his “clear, unequivocal position on the facts of the 
dreadful sexual abuse”. The “shocking events” of the past year have changed the Catholic 
Church in Germany internally and affected its position in society and public life, he added. 
This is why the lay people are “very thankful” for the dialogue process initiated by the 
German bishops. The ZdK President stressed that the aim of the lay people’s work was not “to 
superficially modernise or adapt the church”, but rather to bring the message of Jesus Christ 
“to the people of today”. The conversations held so far have shown that “the most urgent 
task” is to “provide compassionate pastoral care”, Glück stated.  
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Pope celebrates prayer vigil with young people 
In the evening, Benedict XVI celebrated a prayer vigil with 23,000 young people on the 
Freiburg trade fair grounds. The Pope called upon the young believers to live their faith with 
commitment: “Have the courage to apply your talents and gifts for God’s kingdom and to give 
yourselves”. He encouraged them not to be afraid of failure. “Christ is not so much interested 
in how often in your lives you stumble and fall, as in how often you pick yourselves up 
again”, Benedict XVI said and added that “Christ does not demand glittering achievements, 
but he wants His light to shine in you.”  


